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Abstract

The author has dealt with a role of the small city of Kufim (population ca. 11,000) in the
suburban zone of Brno. Based on statistical data and field research, this small towns was
analysed with its own activities in jobs and services to compare it with suburbanized villages
almost completely reliant on commuting to the main city. Kurim is a subordinated job centre
and junction of the public transport distributing transport flows on the north-western fringe
of Brno, including mutual commuting between Brno and Kurim. Some indices like unemploy-
ment rate or education structure are expressively better at Kufim than in Brno. On the other
side, a poorer social infrastructure (in comparison with other small towns of similar size)
signalizes weak central role of suburbanized small town in this sphere - except of some ad-
ministrative activities. Possible losing of their own identity in view to proximity of Brno is
another important factor for suburban small towns. The intensive traffic puts high demands
on the road network which sometimes lags behind the population development. Future de-
velopment is unclear. Kufim grows due to the natural increase (as a consequence of earlier
young families inflow), whereas the construction of flats and further immigration have been
almost stopped during the economic crisis.
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Introduction

The small towns are a very important part of the Central European settlement sys-
tem. They seem to be not very important from the viewpoint of the urban geography,
being seemingly backward, less innovative and directed to the productive branch-
es. However, from the viewpoint of rural geography, these towns are centres of the
countryside ensuring jobs, services and social contact for their rural hinterland.
They often represent local or micro-regional identity as well (Vaishar and Zaple-
talova, 2009). In many countries small towns play a role of market places for agricul-
tural and other products from their hinterland (Heffner and Solga, 2006).

The small towns do not form any unified group of settlements. They differ ac-
cording to their historical development, economic basis, geographical position etc.
One of their types is that of small towns situated in the suburbanized zones. The
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suburban small towns play an important role in the hinterland of cities. Unlike sub-
urbanized villages, which depend on the commuting to cities almost for everything,
these towns dispose with basic spectrum of activities. They sometimes also concen-
trate relatively large industrial or commercial parks, thus offer jobs (Vaishar and
Zapletalova, 2007). On the other side, suburban small towns are threatened with
loss of their identity.

The town of Kufim was selected as an example of the suburban small town for
the analysis. This town has grown rapidly in the last decade and overtook all other
small towns in the South-Moravian Region by the population number. Being sub-
urbanized, it can be also considered as multifunctional. The aim of the author was
an analysis of the recent development of Kufim with possible general conclusions,
concerning the role of suburban small towns and their possible future development.

Small towns and their role in the suburban development

Investigation of European small towns as a part of the countryside has not
along tradition. Much research has been undertaken on both urban issues and rural
areas, but the number of recent studies dealing with small and medium-sized towns
is limited (van Leeuwen, 2010).This research has started in 1950s and 1960s. a role
of small towns was evaluated in different ways: as a positive (places of widening
innovations to the hinterland), a negative (places exploiting rural hinterland) or the
intermediate (Tacoli, 1998).

United Kingdom (Courtney and Errington, 2000, Powe and Shaw, 2004), the
Alpine states (Perlik et al., 2001) and countries with large rural areas,like France or
Spain have played the most important role of small towns investigation in Western
Europe.

The importance of the small town sector research has increased also with the
transformation processes in the post-socialists countries (e.g. Kwiatek-Sottys, 2004,
Rydz, 2006). Konecka-Szydtowska et al. (2010) stated increasing share of service
sector in all small towns. However, such a development is slower in small towns
in the areas where the people have more possibilities to ensure their demand on
services in great and medium-sized cities. Borsig et al. (2011) point out the social
capital of small towns.

The small towns are important centres, especially in peripheral areas where
low competition of more important centres exists. The role of suburban small towns
is different to the certain extent. Some of them are in fact large villages with very
limited social infrastructure and other activities which have grown from original
rural settlements. Other suburban small towns have their own economic activities
and historical heritage, too. Salamon (2007) points the evolution of these owns from
agrarian to post-agrarian settlements. Kwiatek-Sottys et al. (2014) stress the attrac-
tiveness of small towns. Capel (2009) argues that present small towns are easily
connected with the rest of the world but they offer different quality of life in com-
parison with large cities. Courtney et al. (2007) discovered that fulfilling the role of
small towns in the rural milieu depends on a special mix of firms. Is it true also for
suburban towns with globalized architecture and urban pattern?
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Heffner and Twardzik (2015) divide surroundings of small towns in the subur-

ban zones of Silesian region as follows:
— agricultural (of dominant agricultural function and agricultural services);
— tourism-oriented (of a significant share of tourist function in the local economy);
— urbanised, often also industrialised

Under suburban influences, residential function increased its importance,
sometimes at the expense of original productive activities.

The small towns in suburban zones could be basically of two origins. The first
group is formed by original villages which have gained residents and sometimes
also commercial activities in the process of suburbanization. Such small towns usu-
ally lack central functions and almost fully depend on the collaboration with the
respective city. They are often mono-functional and have hardly any realistic urban
character.

The second group consists of original (often medieval) small towns which were
impacted by the suburbanization later. Such small towns usually keep their tradi-
tional hinterland (although it uses to be at least partly overlaid with the gravity pow-
er of the city). These small towns have an urban character as a rule. They serve as
sub-centres in the territory and reduce the load of the core city in sectors of basic
urban services. They could also serve as nodes of public transport.

Unlike pure suburbs, suburban small towns have their identity, their landmarks,
natives, public spaces and public life. They are able to absorb some hundreds of new-
comers. By such a way they manifest a positive role in the suburban area breaking
down the concentration of people and activities in urbanized space. On the other
side they are just threatened by loss of their identity because they can be perceived
as parts of the core city: those small towns located in, or close to, metropolitan re-
gions run the risk of becoming ‘suburbs’ (Servillo et al., 2014).

The small towns in suburban positions are places of conflicts among differ-
ent, often antagonistic activities: residential, agricultural, daily recreation for the
population of the core city, manufacturing, infrastructural (Darly and Torre, 2013).
Productive functions mingle with non-productive ones. Businesses extrude environ-
mental functions under pressure of the market condition connected with the big
city. Concentration of such features can be found just in the vicinity of suburbanized
small towns which often serve as transport junctions.

Kufim and its role in the south-Moravian settlement system

The South-Moravian settlement system consists of the city of Brno, five medi-
um (district) towns with 20 - 35 thousand inhabitants, 11 small towns with 4 - 12
thousand inhabitants and rural municipalities. Brno (statistically 378,000 inhabit-
ants, in reality more than 500,000) is too large for the Region because this city was
a Moravian capital in the past and its gravity extends far behind the regional border.
Five district towns are relatively of the same size of 20,000 people (Znojmo with
population of 35,000 being the only exception). The countryside (small towns and
rural municipalities) is divided into 4 basic categories: suburban countryside, in-
ner periphery, borderland periphery and intermediate countryside (Vaishar et al.,
2011).
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The set of small towns consists of 21 municipalities with population of more
than 4,000. Between the last two population censuses, the number of inhabitants of
the South-Moravian small towns increased by about 2%. Another 22 municipalities
in the Region have also the urban status but their urban character is doubtful.

Kufim is situated north to north-west of Brno in the Boskovicka brazda furrow
and on the foothills of Bobravska vrchovina highland, on the fringe of the Baba Natu-
ral Park. Lying 14 km from Brno, Kufim is served by the Brno-Tisnov railway. The 1**
class road Nr. 43 passes off near the eastern fringe of the town (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Geographical location of Kufim
Source: Drawn by J. Pokorna

Although the first written message of the town comes from 1226, the village
of Kufim originated probably during the Premyslide colonization in 12% century.
Kurim had been the serf village and then it was sold to Brno in 1547. Economic
development had been interrupted by wars (Thirty Years” War in 17" century, the
Napoleonic wars at the beginning of 19 century). When the railway Brno-Ti$nov
was opened in 1885, some urban development started. But at the same time, this
railway divided the village into two parts which began to develop separately (Kuca,
1998, Fig. 1). Kufim gained the urban character only after WWII (officially in 1965),
thus its centre has no historic urban character.
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The most important industrial plant TOS (Factory of Machine Tools) was estab-
lished in 1942 within the German war economy. Construction of a new settlement
Podlesi (a detached part of the town at the present) for German technicians of the
Klockner Hamburg firm was evoked. Due to the existence of the factory, Kufim was
bombed by both US and Soviet air forces at the end of the WWIL.

The first housing estate was built after the WWIL. Later it was followed by other
prefabricated housing ones, in the socialist realism style (Fig. 2). It included also new
urban centre with services. In the whole socialist period also family houses were built.
New constructions in this period resulted also in destroying and rebuilding some old
parts of the original settlement. Thus, at the present time only the south-western part
of the town with the church and the chateau is of some historical value.

Fig. 2. View on the socialist part of Kufim from the railway line
Source: Photo A. Vaishar

Recently, the suburban constructions grew in the south-eastern fringe of the
town (Fig. 3). They consist of both family and apartment houses. The complex in-
cludes also hypermarkets and other infrastructure.

Fig. 3. Kufim, the suburbanized part of the town
Source: Photo A. Vaishar
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Contemporary role of the town in the suburban process

The long term population development of Kurim (Fig. 4) shows the increase
throughout the whole observation period. The municipality kept the rural size till
1920. The rapid increase in the period 1921 - 1991 was due to the industrialization.
After a short stagnation, the growth has accelerated again in the last decade, as the
result of suburbanization.
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Fig. 4. Population development of Kufim 1869 — 2011
Source: Historicky lexikon obci. Praha: Cesky statisticky u¥ad 2005 and Population census 2011

In the 2009 - 2013 period, 749 children were born in Kuiim, whereas 432 peo-
ple died. This was the natural increase of 337 inhabitants; 31.4%o0 during 5 years. In
the same time, 1,708 persons immigrated and 1 650 emigrated which gave also pos-
itive migration net of 58 people (5.4%o). The total balance was positive (36.8%o).
Surprisingly, the population of Kuifim has grown mostly owing to the natural in-
crease. The highest positive migration net was registered in 2007 (269 persons). In
the years 2011 and 2012, the migration net became negative. The positive natural
increase was caused by the suburbanisation in the period 2002 - 2008 and by the
baby boomers from 1970s when then socialist government supported natality as the
result of beginning of the second demographic transition. Kutim reached a level of
10,970 inhabitants at 315 December 2014.

In the period 1997 - 2010, Kufim reported the highest share of finished new
flats among towns with more than 10,000 inhabitants within the whole Czechia®
(more than 9 new flats per 1,]131

! Denik vetejné spravy on-line, 19 December 2014, www.dvs.cz/index.asp.
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000 inhabitants). Since 2008 the construction of new flats was reduced by the
economic crisis. Fig. 5 shows the course of new flats finished. It is a question of near
future whether the suburbanization process is over or whether the new construc-
tion will be restored in the post-crisis period.
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Fig. 5. Number of finished new flats in Kufim 1997 — 2012

Source: Praha: Czech Statistical Office

Besides the residential function, Kufim disposes more activities: concentration
of jobs, service for the local people and a close hinterland but also the leisure func-
tion. There were 7,445 occupied jobs in Kufim in December 20132 The number of
economic active people was 5,633 in 2011. Taking into account the fact that 2,214
persons from Kufim commute for work to other municipalities, it is clear that Kufim
offers jobs not only for its own inhabitants, but also for about 4,000 in-commuters.
It also signalizes a relative intensive multi-course commuting for work in the area
north-west of Brno, including mutual commuting of Brno - Kufim and participa-
tion of other centres of jobs (TiSnov town and villages of Veverska Bityska, with
production of hygiene utilities, Cebin with lime production or Deblin with electrical
industry).

Blanc et al. (2007) have divided economy of small towns into three parts:
agro-alimentary branch, local economy (directed for local residents) and large econ-
omy (exceeding the town and its surrounding). From such point of view, Kurim has
a relatively great share of the large economy. On the other side, Kutim is the second

2 Notice No. 186/2014 Coll. of the Ministry of Finance about the share of individual
municipalities on percentage parts of the national gross revenue oh VAT and the tax from
incomes.
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lowest employment centre in primary branches (1.6%) in the South-Moravian Re-
gion, after Brno city.

The unemployment rate in Kufim was 5.2% in April 2015%. The same value was
noted in its micro-region. It was below that for the district Brno-Countryside (5.8%)
and much less than in the City of Brno (8.2%). Of course, the unemployment before
the crisis was even lower (3.4% in August 2008). Nevertheless, the unemployment
does not matter in Kufim.

There are 2,408 business entities in Kurim - of it 1,609 tradesmen, 317 com-
mercial companies, 255 liberal professions, 11 joint stock companies, 7 state enter-
prises and 5 cooperatives. These subjects are engaged mostly in commerce (559),
manufacturing (346) and building industry (213). However, adding together sub-
jects dealing with scientific, technical, financial, assurance, information and commu-
nication services, we came to the number of 658.

Such a structure of activities indicates high professional and educational level
of population. The education structure of the population in Kutrim (Fig. 6) is better
than the national one. It concerns the people with completed secondary education
whereas the share of the people with university education is close to the national
level. It confirms the suburban character of the discussed town.
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Fig. 6. Educational structure of the population of Kutim in the age of 15 and more [%)].
Source: Population census 2011. Praha: Czech Statistical Office.

The TOS factory has survived the transformation. Its production is directed to
machining centres and technological workplaces according to the demand of indi-
vidual customers. Some small machinery firms based on TOS know-how arose in
Kufim after 1989. Kurim foundry is another enterprise with a long-term tradition.
The Kutrim branch of PREFA Brno produces concrete parts for building industry. The

3 Integrated portal of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.
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TYCO Electronics (part of the global firm TE connectivity) represents a new branch
of industry, founded on a greenfield of the Kurimnorth-eastern fringe (Fig. 7).
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Fig. 7. Territorial structure of Kufim
Source: Vaishar et al., 2012
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Special activity of Kufim consists in the localization of a guarded prison* for
464 adult male prisoners, with a section for sexual delinquents. Social, health care
and social services are less developed. There are 2 basic schools, one vocational
school and 27 physicians. Such a weak social infrastructure (in comparison with
other small towns) indicates less developed central function of this town.

Nevertheless, Kuiim has some administrative central function as a municipality
with extended function. Its office ensures administrative services for 9 rural munici-
palities in the north-western part of the Brno-Countryside district. These municipal-
ities have about 11,000 inhabitants in total, which is a number similar to the town
itself. In reality, all these rural settlements fall individually to Brno. Thus, the central
function probably does not cross the administrative activities.

Kufim is not the tourism centre. Nevertheless, it disposes with some activities
attracting also the citizens of Brno. It is necessary to mention the 27-hole Cascade
golf course (opened in 2006). Water park wellness Kurim is another activity of this
sort. Walking activities are represented with Baba natural park and the lookout tow-
er on Babi lom hill. Besides of the golf course, which has its own accommodation
equipment, all other activities have facultative character.

Transport situation is one of the key factors of the polycentric area develop-
ment. Kufim is served by Integrated Transport System of the South-Moravian Re-
gion. The main connection is ensured by railway Nr. 250 Brno - Havlickiiv Brod. It
connects Kurim with all main centres of jobs in Brno. The main railway station in
Brno is reachable in 27 minutes. In the opposite direction, this railway line connects
Kufim with TiSnovtown which has less inhabitants but fulfils more important cen-
tral function and has more tertiary activities.

Altogether, 283 connections depart from Kufim in working days (it means one
each 5 minutes in average), of it 90 to Brno®. The reminder is directed to other im-
portant places in the northern part of the Brno-Countryside district and in the dis-
trict Blansko. There are another 5 lines with 12 connections out of the integrated
system, mostly from the neighbouring Vysocina region. Additionally, the line 310
serves as a municipal public transport connecting all important activities in the ter-
ritory of Kurim. It is possible to state that the frequency of public transport is suffi-
cient, but also that Kufim is one of the nodes of the Integrated Transport System of
the South-Moravian Region and there is a variability of alternative goals of commut-
ing. Thus Kufim is not fully reliant to Brno.

The conditions of individual transport are more difficult. The 1% class road No.
43 (a section of the European Road No. E461 Vienna - Wroctaw) touches Kuiim on
its eastern fringe. This two-lane road is extremely frequented (32,099 vehicle units
in 2010 in the section to Brno and 22,165 vehicle units in the direction to Svitavy).
Many accidents occur because of such traffic, mostly that of international truck
transport. The motorway in the same direction began to be constructed in 1939, as
one of the results of the Munich Agreement. This construction was stopped in 1942,
due to military failures and economic problems of the Nazi Germany, and after the
WWII it lost the priority. After 1989 it has been considered with its construction as
R43, connecting Brno with the motorway R35 near Hradec Kralové. The investment

* The 3™ level of 4 levels of Czech prisons.
® Integrated Transport System of the South Moravian Countryside.
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was hampered by Greens. Thus the connection of Kufim with the motorway system
is still postponed.

The 2" class road No. 385 (in the same direction as the railway) intersects
Kufim from the east to the west. The traffic is also intensive taking into account
the passing of the road through the urban area: 17,304 vehicle units in the section
leading to Brno and 14,185 vehicle units to Tisnov. Another 2™ class road No. 386
(Brno-Bystrc - road No. 1/43) intersects the urban area of Kurim from the south-
west to the north-east. It is considerably less loaded (5,142 vehicle units in the direc-
tion to Brno and 9,026 vehicle units in the section to /43 road). However, the road
passes through the main residential and commercial areas of the town with many
crossings, where possible are accidents with pedestrians and cyclists. As a result, it
is possible to state that Kuiim is overloaded by the road intersecting its residential
areas without any possibility of bypassing.

Suburbanized small town

It is more or less clear that the main advantage of suburbanized small towns
consists in some division of functions in the hinterland of a city. Such small towns
ensure some jobs and services for local population, which is not so much depending
on commuting to the city. Sometimes even counter-current commuting occurs. Thus
the traffic flows can be dispersed.

On the other side, suburbanized small towns have usually hardly any central
function. Their central impact is drowned by the influence of the city nearby. Both
small towns and villages in their hinterland gravitate to the main city. Therefore, the
suburban small towns lose an important part of their urban function. It can some-
times culminate in a threat of the loss of identity. Such small towns could be consid-
ered for parts of the city.

Nevertheless, in comparison with suburbanized villages - poor on infrastruc-
ture, almost complete dependency on the city, one-sided traffic flows, neither public
spaces nor public life, small towns are a much better alternative. The question of
their sustainability (see e.g. Knox and Mayer, 2009) consists neither in coexistence
with nature nor in economic and social aspects, but in their duration as an inde-
pendent settlement units.
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